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STATE AID IS GRANTED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF LITHUANIAN 

LNG TERMINAL  

On November 20, the European Commission adopted a favourable 

decision whereby the latter authorised €448 million aid for construction 

of Lithuanian LNG terminal. 

Commission Vice-President in charge of competition policy Joaquín 

Almunia emphasized: “The aid will reduce Lithuania's dependence on a 

single source of gas supplies and enhance its security of supply. By 

diversifying the gas supply sources, the terminal will also stimulate 

competition between gas suppliers, which in turn will benefit 

consumers.”  

 MORE 

    DELFI (Photo by Š. Mažeika) 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-13-1124_en.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPETITION COUNCIL CLEARED THREE MERGERS 

On November 21, the Council allowed UAB Malinvest 

to acquire up to 50 per cent of UAB Amber pasta 

shares and, thus, together with a related undertaking 

UAB Malsena plius to acquire a sole control of UAB 

Amber pasta. 

On November 21, the Council allowed UAB Baltic 

Petroleum to acquire up to 100 per cent of UAB 

Bendida shares. 

On November 21, the Council allowed UAB Ni plėtra to 

acquire up to 50 per cent of UAB PLAZMA 

TECHNOLOGIJOS shares and, thus, together with UAB 

Balt Development to acquire joint control of UAB 

Plazma technologijos. 

 

COMPETITION COUNCIL OPENED INVESTIGATION ON 

ALLEGEDLY MISLEADING ADVERTISING OF TIRES 

On November 18, the Council opened an investigation 

on allegedly misleading advertising related to the 

prices of tyres provided by the store chain Vianor.  

Having noticed the advertisements of tyre prices 

promoted on the website www.delfi.lt, the Council 

 

 

 

opened an investigation. The advertisements stated: 

‘The leader of the lowest prices in Lithuania! 

Vianor‘and ‘Tires at the lowest prices in Lithuania’. 

 

COMPETITION COUNCIL CLOSED INVESTIGATION ON 

POSSIBLY UNNOTIFIED MERGERS IMPLEMENTED BY 

UAB LUKOIL BALTIJA WITHIN THE MARKET OF FUEL 

RETAIL TRADE 

On November 6, the Council sent a Statement of 

Objections to UAB Lukoil Baltija suspected of having 

infringed the Law on Competition. According to the 

preliminary evaluation of investigators, UAB Lukoil 

Baltija gained control over 16 petrol stations without 

having notified the Council and received its approval. 

 

COMPETITION COUNCIL REFUSED TO EXAMINE 

MERGER NOTIFICATION ON THE RENT OF PREMISES 

On November 5, the Council refused to examine the 

merger notification, having determined that the 

intended agreement on the rent of commercial 

premises is not a merger.  
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MODERNISING STATE AID POLICY THROUGH BETTER 

EVALUATION 

Competition Council invited the stakeholders to submit 

comments on a guidance paper by the means of which 

the European Commission aims at helping Member 

States to better evaluate their state aid schemes. 

STATE AID GUIDELINES FOR SUPPORTING FIRMS IN 

DIFFICULTY 

Competition Council invited the stakeholders to submit 

comments on the European Commission‘s draft 

guidelines concerned with the conditions under which 

Member States can grant public funding to rescue and 

restructure firms in difficulty. 

ENFORCEMENT 

http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1267
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1268
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1269
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1261
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1262
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1272
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DISCUSSION ON THE PROGRESS OF THE REFORM OF 

STATE-OWNED COMPANIES  

On November 18, the Deputy Chairperson, Jūratė 

Šovienė, and the Head of Activities of Public 

Administration Entities Division, Justina Paulauskaitė, 

participated in the discussion “Ensuring continuity of 

the reform of state-owned companies. Major problems 

and solutions.” organised by the Representation of the 

European Commission in Lithuania. 

The Council’s representatives shared their insights 

about the competition between private and public 

sector companies, discussed the most significant cases 

and put forward the problems that arise when state-

owned and municipal companies are engaged in 

commercial activities. Conflict of interests is one of the 

major causes for the competition problems to arise 

within the markets, where state-owned and municipal 

companies operate. The conflict of interests arises 

because state-owned and municipal companies often 

have difficulties in coordinating their functions such as 

market regulation and provision of public services with 

their commercial activities. 

 “The state should not operate where private sector can 

operate and operates. The international experience 

shows that private sector is dynamic and effective, 

whereas public sector operates too slowly and costs too 

much” – said Jūratė Šovienė, the Deputy Chairperson of 

the Competition Council. 

INDEX OF MUNICIPALITIES IN LITHUANIA SHOULD 

ENCOURAGE EFFECTIVE COMPETITION 

On November 8, the representatives of the Lithuanian 

Free Market Institute presented the results of the 

research ‘Index of Lithuanian Municipalities 2013’ to 

the Council’s employees. 

Advocacy of competition is one of the major activities 

undertaken by the Council. A number of evaluation 

criteria used to determine the index of municipalities is 

directly or indirectly related to the encouragement of 

competition, freedom of economic activity and private 

initiative as well as protection of consumer interests. 

We believe that the combined efforts of Lithuanian 

municipalities, the Lithuanian Free Market Institute and 

the Council will help municipalities to adopt decisions 

that: 

•will ensure effective competition in the utility sector: 

waste management, housing administration, heat 

provision; and the transport sector; 

•will create conditions for private companies to 

provide services within the sectors of health and 

education;  

•will apply public procedures that ensure competition 

when purchasing goods and services meant to satisfy 

the needs of the municipality; 

•will refuse the functions that are uncharacteristic of 

municipalities, i.e. involvement in business. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FACTS AND FIGURES 

 

             The number of investigations that are currently carried out by the Competition Council. 

             The number of the Council’s resolutions appealed to the courts of various instances. 

             The number of complaints related to suspected infringements of the Law on Advertising received in November. 

             The number of merger notifications currently examined by the Council‘s experts. 

             The number of legal acts drafted by other institutions that the Council‘s experts reviewed and commented on. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

On November 26-27, the Chairman of the Competition 

Council, Šarūnas Keserauskas, participated in the Annual 

meeting of the Heads of the competition authorities in 

Europe held by the European Commission, DG for 

Competition. During the meeting participants discussed 

the issues of competition law enforcement, state of play 

in antitrust and merger policy as well as future of 

competition enforcement in the EU. 

LITHUANIAN PRESIDENCY WORKING GROUP ON 

COMPETITION 

In November, Lithuanian Presidency Working Party on 

Competition chaired by the Competition Council 

completed drafting of the directive on certain rules 

governing actions for damages under national law for 

infringements of the competition law provisions of the 

Member States and of the EU. A compromise text was 

prepared and, on November 20-22, considered in the 

meeting of the Permanent Representatives Committee. 

It was determined to submit the aforementioned 

directive to the EU Council (Competitiveness) with a 

view to securing the EU Council general approach. 

 

On December 2, the EU Council reached a general 

approach on the mentioned draft directive.  

You have received the Newsletter of the Competition Council. If you have any questions or wish to refuse the Newsletter 

please write to rima.kaulenaite@kt.gov.lt or marija.grybauskaite@kt.gov.lt 

MEDIA 

“In the Official Journal of the EU Vilnius City Municipality has announced a competition for private carriers who are 

willing to integrate into Vilnius public transport system” - wrote the daily newspaper “Lietuvos rytas”. The Council 

believes, that most probably this announcement is related to the                    of the Council imposing Vilnius 

Municipality to eliminate violations of the Law on Competition.  

decision 

mailto:rima.kaulenaite@kt.gov.lt
mailto:marija.grybauskaite@kt.gov.lt
http://kt.gov.lt/en/index.php?show=news_view&pr_id=1171

