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ŠARŪNAS KESERAUSKAS WAS 
APPOINTED FOR SECOND SIX-YEAR 
TERM AS COUNCIL’S CHAIRMAN 

The President of the Republic of Lithuania Dalia 
Grybauskaitė appointed Šarūnas Keserauskas as 
Chairman of the Competition Council for the second 
six-year term starting on 5 April 2017.

My secret of success – a strong 
and trustworthy team which is 
there going together along the 
way of competition discoveries.
Šarūnas Keserauskas,
Chairman of the Competition Council

„

COMPETITION COUNCIL’S 
GUIDEBOOK – MOST INOVATIVE 
SOFT LAW  WORLDWIDE

In Antitrust Writing Awards 2017 the Compe-
tition Council’s guidebook “Cooperation with 
public institutions: how to reduce the risks of 
competition law infringement?” (Guidebook) 
received an award for the most innovative soft 
law in the cross-border category. The Guide-
book was assessed by 50 international anti-
trust experts.

The Council prepared the Guidebook to reduce 
the risks of competition law breaches, help com-
panies and their associations answer questions 
that are likely to arise when cooperating with 
public institutions, and facilitate the evaluation 
of actions by public institutions that could cre-
ate favorable conditions for companies to vio-
late competition rules. In addition, the Guide-
book provides examples of proper cooperation 
with public institutions and information on the 
actions of public institutions that might create 
conditions for anti-competitive behaviour.

It is not the first such award – in 2016 the 
World Bank Group announced the Council 
among the winners of the 2015-2016 Com-
petition Advocacy Contest; in contest PaRa 
Impact Awards 2015 the Council received an 
award for the best press release of the year, 
while for two consecutive years antitrust and 
competition law journal and news service 
Global Competition Review has listed the 
Council among the most professional com-
petition authorities in the world. 



Heads of the Competition Council, the Public 
Procurement Office and the Special Investigation 
Service have signed a collaboration agreement. 

The agreement will enable institutions to share their 
expertise and information necessary for conducting 
investigations into corruption, breaches of public 

COMPETITION COUNCIL SIGNED COLLABORATION 
AGREEMENT WITH PUBLIC PROCUREMENT OFFICE 
AND SPECIAL INVESTIGATION SERVICE

procurement, collusive bid-rigging, as well as 
enhance staff qualifications. 

The institutions will implement the agreement 
on a rotating basis: the Competition Council 
will start supervising the agreement in 2017, the 
Public Procurement Office will take over in 2018, 
and the Special Investigation Service – in 2019.

The aim of such interinstitutional collaborati-
on is to fight against cartels and corruption in 
public procurement. The initiative was  introdu-
ced by the Competition Council and developed 
in close partnership with the participants of 
the programme for professional development 
and enhancement of national competitiveness  
Povilas Bakas and Mark Siavris.



COMPETITION COUNCIL 
STRENGTHENED 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
CAPACITIES OF EGYPTIAN 
COMPETITION AUTHORITY 
March 20 marked the end of the EU Twinning 
Project on building the administrative capacities 
of the Egyptian Competition Authority (ECA). The 
Lithuanian Competition Council participated in 
the 2-year-long project together with the German 
Competition Authority.

With reference to the EU competition law and  
Lithuanian Competition Council’s best practices, 
the Council’s experts helped the ECA to prepare  
relevant draft laws, provided consultations on cer-
tain cases and conducted trainings for the ECA staff. 
It is the second Twinning Project which the Lithua-
nian Competition Council has implemented togeth-
er with the partners from Germany. In 2011-2013 the 
two partners worked together to strengthen the 
administrative capacities of the Armenian Compe-
tition Authority.

The Twinning Program funded by the European 
Commission has been strengthening cooperation 
among different institutions since 1998. The Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania 
coordinates the participation of Lithuania in the 
program and strongly encourages Lithuanian 
institutions to contribute to the program and enjoy 
the benefits of interinstitutional cooperation and 
experience exchange.

WE COLLABORATE WITH

4 
educational 
institutions

7
state authorities 
and institutions

WE SHARE EXPERIENCE IN

Ukraine Egypt

Georgia



On February 28 the Supreme Administrative Court 
of Lithuania (Court) upheld the Competition Coun-
cil’s decision of 10 December 2015 whereby UAB Medi-
ashop (Company) was fined EUR 2 244 for misleading 
advertising.

The Council found that on the website elektromarkt.lt 
the Company disseminated false claims about the dis-
counts for LG TVs. It turned out that the discounts for 
TVs were artificially increased and calculated on the 
basis of the outdated prices.

The Court upheld the Council’s decision and con-
firmed that the Company did disseminate mislead-
ing information about the benefits to consumers. 
UAB Mediashop asked the Court to reduce the im-
posed fine. Although the Company did not create 
obstacles for the Council to conduct an investiga-
tion and provided all the necessary information, the 
Court did not consider it to be a mitigating circum-
stance.

SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE 
COURT OF LITHUANIA: 
ADVERTISING BY 
UAB MEDIASHOP 
MISLED CONSUMERS

The ruling of the Court is final and not subject to 
appeal. 

In 2010–2016 the Council adopted 56 decisions 
on the infringements of the Law on Advertising: 
24 of them were appealed to courts, only one of 
them was repealed.„

We are happy with the court decision 
that has once again confirmed – 
advertisements have to be accurate. 
For the past few years we have been 
putting a considerable amount of 
efforts to ensure that consumers are 
not misled by the advertisements 
containing information about fake 
and artificially increased discounts. 
To encourage companies provide 
accurate and useful information 
about the discounts, last year we 
prepared the Recommendations 
on price comparison in advertising. 
Hopefully, these recommendations 
will help companies avoid misleading 
advertising.

Elonas Šatas, 
Deputy Chairman of the Competition Council



SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE 
COURT REFUSED TO REOPEN 
AN INVESTIGATION INTO 
ACTIONS OF MAXIMA LT 
AND MANTINGA

The Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania 
(Court) refused to reopen an investigation into the 
actions of UAB Maxima Lt and UAB Mantinga. The 
Court upheld the Council’s decision on a 10-year-
long anti-competitive agreement between the com-
panies. The ruling of the Court is final and not sub-
ject to appeal. 

In 2014 the Council found that UAB Maxima Lt and 
UAB Mantinga agreed to refrain from selling bread 
and other bakery products produced by UAB Man-
tinga in UAB Maxima Lt shops below the base price. 
The agreement on resale price maintenance might 
have resulted in higher prices for consumers. 

After the final ruling of the Court in 2016, UAB Maxima 
Lt paid a fine of EUR 13 666 216 and EUR 1 082 095 of in-
terest, while UAB Mantinga – a fine of EUR 2 151 417 and 
EUR 192 569 of interest.

SUPREME ADMINISTRATIVE 
COURT UPHELD COUNCIL’S 
DECISION WHEREBY 
JONIŠKIS DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY WAS WAS
OBLIGED TO CONDUCT 
COMPETITIVE PROCEDURE 
The Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania 
(Court) rejected the appeal by Joniškis District 
Municipality (Municipality) asking to repeal the 
obligation to conduct a competitive procedure 
for the provision of municipal waste management 
services.

On 26 April 2012 the Council found that in 2010 
the Municipality authorized UAB Joniškio komun-
alinis ūkis (Company) to provide municipal waste 
management services without a competitive pro-
cedure and, thus, discriminated against other un-
dertakings willing to provide the aforementioned 
services. The Council obliged the Municipality to 
terminate the agreement signed with the Compa-
ny and conduct a competitive procedure.

In 2015 the Council opened an investigation to 
evaluate how the Municipality fulfilled the obli-
gation. The Council’s experts found that having 
terminated the law-breaching agreement, the 
Municipality made an in-house contract with the 
Company. The Council asked Šiauliai Regional 
Administrative Court to oblige the Municipality 
to conduct a competitive procedure. Šiauliai Re-
gional Administrative Court fulfilled the Council’s 
request. 

The Municipality appealed the decision of Šiauliai Re-
gional Administrative Court to the Supreme Court 



which upheld the Council’s request to oblige the Mu-
nicipality to conduct a competitive procedure.

The ruling of the Court is final and not subject to appeal.

The Court’s decision proves 
that municipalities shall not choose 
service providers without a competitive 
procedure. Having a company in the 
municipal waste management sector 
does not allow a municipality to ignore 
the principles of fair competition.

Jūratė Šovienė, 
Deputy Chairperson of the Council

„

The Competition Council found that UAB Elmis, 
UAB LEDEVILA and UAB Vortex Capital (Compa-
nies) concluded a collusive bidding agreement 
while participating in the public procurement 
for the purchase of construction and installation 
works.

Having analysed information provided by the Na-
tional Paying Agency, the Council opened an in-
vestigation into suspected bid-rigging agreement.

The Council’s experts found that the Companies 
engaged in the activities related to construction 
works fixed the bids (including the price) and 
created favorable conditions for UAB Vortex 
Capital to win the tender.

Dalia Grybauskaitė, President of 
the Republic of Lithuania, adopted 
amendments to the Law on Competition 
(Law). From February 1 it will be easier 
for victims of antitrust violations 
to defend their rights by claiming 
compensation for damages suffered 
due to such infringements. 

Until now the Law on Competition 
lacked certain provisions explaining 
the procedure of compensation 
for damages. It is hoped that 
explicit rules on the regulation of 
compensation for damages will allow 
the victims of antitrust violations to 
defend their rights and interests more 
effectively. 

The amendments also envisage 
changes related to the fees paid 
for merger examination. From 
February 1 the fees will be paid to the 
Competition Council‘s budget.

ANTI-COMPETITIVE 
AGREEMENT IN 
CONSTRUCTION 
WORKS SECTOR 

AMENDMENTS 
TO THE LAW ON 
COMPETITION: 
WHAT TO EXPECT?

For the anti-competitive agreement, the Coun-
cil fined UAB Ledevila EUR 2 100 and UAB Vor-
tex Capital EUR 12 600.


